CEREMONY GUIDELINES
TIMELINES, THURSDAY REHEARSALS & CEREMONY RAIN OPTIONS

YOUR BASIC TIMELINE:

Carriage House          5:00 PM Ceremony & Timeline

Raisin River Room    4:00 PM Ceremony & Timeline  

THURSDAY REHEARSAL TIMES:

If you have a Friday wedding: Rehearse on Thursday @ 4 pm.

If you have a Saturday wedding: Rehearse on Thursday @ 6 pm

REHEARSALS AT WELLERS

· You are allotted two hours on Thursdays for rehearsals: Friday weddings 4 pm; Saturday weddings 6 pm

· Wellers does not oversee Thursday rehearsals or Ceremonies.

· Wellers provides two worksheets for your rehearsal and ceremony in our Event Planning Package

· Please appoint a point person from your group to go over these worksheets with your wedding party at the rehearsal

· Make sure you hire an officinal who will be at your rehearsal.

· There are no rehearsal options for Fridays or Saturdays as there are weddings.

· Rooms are not open during rehearsals.

· There is a restroom open at the back of the Carriage House for use by both event

TYPICAL CEREMONY PROCESSIONAL

1. OFFICIANT

The officiant is traditionally honored with the opening spot in the processional. However, some couples prefer a more subtle approach with the officiant entering the ceremony from the side of the venue, leading the groom and groomsmen, to take his/her place at the altar.

2. GROOM

Traditionally, he walks down the aisle solo but some grooms prefer walking down the aisle escorted by both parents. Other grooms prefer a more subtle approach by entering the ceremony from the side of the venue (following the officiant and followed by the groomsmen) to take his place at the altar

.3. BEST MAN

He walks down the aisle solo, following the groom, and stands to the right of the groom during the ceremony. He may also hold the couples' rings.4. GROOMSMEN

They follow the Best Man and walk down the aisle solo or in pairs. They take their places up front, on the right side, with the first groomsman taking his place farthest from the groom. The groomsmen might form a diagonal line so they all get a good view of the couple

.5. BRIDESMAIDS

They walk down the aisle solo or in pairs. They take their places up front, on the left side, with the first bridesmaid taking her place farthest from the bride. The bridesmaids might form a diagonal line so they all get a good view of the couple.

6. MAID OF HONOR/MATRON OF HONOR

Before she walks down the aisle, she should do a final check to make sure the bride's veil, dress, and train look perfect. Then she walks down the aisle solo, following the rest of the bridesmaids, and stands at the bride's side during the ceremony. She might hold the bride's bouquet during the ceremony and then return it to the bride after the kiss. Read through our complete lists of maid of honor duties.

7. FLOWER GIRL AND RING BEARER

The littlest attendants signal that the bride is about to walk down the aisle. The children can walk together or the ring bearer can enter before the flower girl. Traditionally, the ring bearer carries the wedding rings tied to a pillow (or decoys, if he's too little to be trusted with the real things; then the best man would hold the actual rings). The flower girl might carry a basket of flower petals, which she scatters as she walks, or a small bouquet of flowers. The children may then be seated with their parents.

8. BRIDE AND FATHER OF THE BRIDE

The bride is escorted down the aisle by her father, who stands on her right side. Traditionally, after he gives her away, he lifts her veil, gives her a kiss, then takes his seat in the first row next to the bride's mother. The bride can give her bouquet to the maid/matron of honor once the ceremony proceedings begin (this way, she'll have both hands free for the exchange of rings and reading of the vows).

HOLDING AREA FOR BRIDE & FATHER

Carriage House: Wait in the sunroom

Raisin River Room: Wait in the Raisin River Room entrance

